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In climate fight, we must listen to marginalized voices 


Vanessa Nakate is an African climate activist who was cropped out of a news agency photo at the World Economic 
Forum in Davos, a manifestation of the erasure of Black and brown voices that symbolizes environmental racism. 
Nakate's story deserves our attention, because we cannot achieve environmental justice without addressing racial 
justice. 


The erasure of Black and brown voices in conversations surrounding climate change is too common and 
symbolizes the impact of environmental racism, even though racialized communities are most vulnerable to rising 
global temperatures. 


As former president of the Toronto Environmental Alliance, we addressed anti-Black racism in our environmental 
movement by telling racialized stories through platforms like Zero Waste Spotlight: Mayfair on the Green, 
whichwent viral. 


The educational video focused on the efforts of racialized community members taking action in a 25-year-old 
highrise showing us all how zero waste is possible: with more than 1,000 residents, the building generated only one 
dumpster of garbage per month. 


Africa has contributed the fewest carbon emissions, but will suffer the most from the climate breakdown. 


We should promote marginalized voices like Nakate, not erase their important role in promoting global co-operation 
and community-led solutions to the climate crisis. 


Walied Khogali Ali, past president, Toronto Environmental Alliance 
Don't overlook your part in Amazon's carbon footprint 
Risking jobs, workers call out Amazon on carbon footprint, Jan. 27 


One couldn't agree more that Amazon and all companies, small and large, need to be implementing an initiative to 
reduce their carbon footprint, but we seem to be forgetting something. There is more than one culpable party at this 
dance. 


Shout out to all those diehard Amazon and Amazon Prime fanatics whose first instinct when they want to make a 
purchase, is to jump on the Amazon site, load up their carts and pay for next-day service. Then, think nothing of 
sending it back because, "it wasn't what we expected," or "we didn't quite like the colour." 
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Who is responsible now for having to fuel up those planes, trucks and vans to get that Amazon box on your 
doorstep? 


It's now too easy to order anything, from anywhere, at any time of the day. We've been spoiled and are sadly 
becoming irresponsible in the name of convenience and sheer laziness. 


Yes, one can criticize big firms like Amazon for their lack of carbon reduction, but more importantly, we need to look 
in the mirror and honestly ask ourselves what part we play in this. 


We need to get off the couch and out of our "comfy" pants. Shop at our local retailers; they sure would appreciate 
our support. But, if we absolutely need to make that online purchase, before hitting that checkout button on our 
laptop, ask ourselves, was this a responsible choice? 


Bev Moroz, Whitevale, Ont. 
Proper density requires strong building standards 
Cold water restored to condo tower, Jan. 27 


We are starting to pay a higher penalty for highrise density favouritism. When operational things go wrong in these 
highly populated highrises, scores of people can be affected, and not for just a short time period either. 


Density can be increased, but it doesn't have to be at a skyscraper height. As density increases, so do operational 
needs like backup pumps. A condo building may need special water pumps to reach 80 storeys, as in this case, but 
a lower-rise structure may operate with standard city pressures. 


At 80 storeys, safety issues are more complex for both the condo owner and the city. Power outages in these 
buildings can result in insurmountable problems for some occupants, especially those left to walk those 80 storeys. 


We know lots of cities have highrises, but we don't always consider the improved level of management skills to 
keep ahead of wear and tear. 


Now, Doug Ford's Progressive Conservatives want to loosen the building inspector laws to pile on further safety 
issues at these heights. 


Ontario, do not weaken your building standards, instead increase them for new highrise risks. 
Greg Prince, Toronto 
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